SMALL GROUP CURRICULUM
FOR THE SERMON PREACHED: July 10,2017
PASSAGE: Mark 10:1-12

In Mark 10:2 the Pharisees sought to test Jesus regarding marriage. In this study
we want to test our view of marriage and find out if it’s Biblical.
a. What may have been some of the different motivations behind the question
asked of Jesus in Mark 10:2? In verses 6-9 what was the reason a husband
and wife should not be separated? How can our understanding of the gospel
and God’s love for us help us understand the description of divorce and
remarriage in verses 10-12? How would you counsel a believer thinking of
divorce or going through a divorce?

b. Read: Ephesians 5:22–33. Make note of every reference to ‘husband’, ‘wife’
and the word ‘as’. Write out or make a chart of the direct comparisons being
made. In what ways would this passage be viewed as slavery, confusing, and
infuriating to our feminist and egalitarian culture? For the believer in Christ, in
what ways is this passage freeing, clear and joy filled?

c. Read Genesis 3:14-19. What primary roles does the curse affect, both for the
husband and for the wife? In what specific ways does this make Ephesians 5
difficult to follow? What hope do we see in Gen 3:14-15, and how can this
hope directly apply to the difficulties within your marriage roles? If you are
single how does Gen 3:14-15 apply to your relationships?

d. What does Gen 1:28 say about God's plan for multiplication? Ephesians
5:26-27, 29 about sanctification (growing in Christ likeness or holiness)? And
Ephesians 5:30 about glorification? Where does our culture look for
multiplication, growth and ultimate satisfaction outside of marriage
relationships? What significant ways has your understanding of marriage
changed over the years from worldly to biblical?

e. Read John 3:16 and 1John 4:7–21. Note all the references to love. Is the love
described an emotion, or a choice? Are the instructions to love conditional on
love being returned by the person being love? Based on God’s love for you,
do you believe in having one ‘soul mate’? How can grasping God's example of
supernatural love help us when marriage gets difficult?

Memory verse: John 3:16

