SMALL GROUP CURRICULUM
FOR THE SERMON PREACHED: Sept 10,2017
“What You Say Says A Lot”
PASSAGE: James 4:11-12

1. Read James 4:11-12 out loud in your group.
a. James starts with a negative command, “do not speak evil against one another
brothers.” What reason does James gives for this command? What reason is most
disturbing and why?

b. Read James 5:16 and Matthew 7:1-5. If we are not to speak evil against another
brother, how do we still speak against their sin?

c. James 4:12 tells us that there is only one lawgiver and judge. How is it ok for God to
be the only lawgiver and judge, and yet not for a human judge? James describes God
as the only one “who is able to save and destroy.” Why is it significant that only the
Lord can do these things?

d. Read Luke 24:24-27, 44-49. What kind of a Bible study did Jesus take his disciples
through? The Hebrew OT was organized in a different order then our Bible and broken
up into 3 parts: the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings (Psalms being the first book of
the writings and therefore a reference to the whole). What does this tell us about the
OT? How does speaking against others contradict this message?

e. What would the positive command, “speak for one another brothers,” look like in my
life? How does an understanding of the gospel radically change how we speak to
others?

f. BREAKOUT
What sin do you see around you that needs to be addressed? How are you prone to
address this by speaking against them or judging them? How will you speak for them or
pray for them and still address the sin?

Memory Verse
Leviticus 19:18 “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your
own people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: I am the Lord.”.

