SMALL GROUP CURRICULUM
FOR THE SERMON PREACHED: Oct. 8, 2017
“The God of Grace, Mercy, and Judgment”
PASSAGE: Mark 12:1-12

1. Read Mark 12:1-12 out loud in your group.
a. In this parable, what is the meaning of the tenants, the vineyard, the servants, and the
fruit? In what ways is justice served against the tenants? In what ways is it served for
the servants? What detail of the gospel does this parable clarify? How must this change
our reactions to the injustice we see against us personally (i.e., theft, lying, cheating,
rudeness, slander, etc.) and in the world around us (i.e., in schools, world events,
media, government, etc.)?

b. In the parable, the tenants rejected, beat, or killed every servant but who in the parable
did they ultimately reject? In what ways have you been rejected or hurt due to your
faith in Christ? Consider Luke 10:16. How does this help us fight the battle against
personal offence? How does this give us courage to witness and bring care despite
opposition?

c. How do we know that the owner in Mark 12:1-12 knew his servants were being beaten
and killed? It can be assumed the servants knew they were heading into great
opposition and danger yet they kept going in obedience to the owner. What is one thing
you know God is calling you to do but fear of opposition is causing you to refuse or
delay? How does this passage give courage?

d. Read Psalm 118:19-24. This is a description of the temple and of Israel’s suffering,
rejection and restoration. Mark 12:10-11 is a direct quote from Psalm 118 and shows
how Christ has fulfilled this prophecy, being rejected as insignificant and weak and yet
exalted as Lord and Saviour. In what ways does suffering as Christians seem to prove
Christ is weak? Think of specific ways you are suffering or areas in your life where
you feel particularly weak. What/who has been your cornerstone in those
circumstances? How must Jesus be the cornerstone in each of those areas?

e. BREAKOUT
Read 1 Peter 2:4-6. In what ways are we like Christ? What has been your most significant
moment of rejection? How did you keep from falling apart? How must Christ be your
cornerstone through this rejection?

Memory Verse
1 Peter 2:5: “You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

