SMALL GROUP CURRICULUM
FOR THE SERMON PREACHED: Oct. 22, 2017
“My Days FOR God’s Will”
PASSAGE: James 4:13-17

1. Read James 4:13-17 out loud in your group.
a. In verse 13 James says, “come now” which could also be translated “look here” or
“listen up!” James was concerned by what they were saying. If someone one shared
the same plans mentioned in verse 13 to you today would you be concerned? What
questions would you need to ask to discern if they were sinning or not?

b. In verse 14 James describes our lives here on earth as a mist. In what ways is this
discouraging to you? In what ways is it encouraging to you? Think of one plan you
have for this week, this month, this year and in 10 years. In each of those plans, what is
temporal and fading, and what is eternal and lasting (if anything)? How do you plan
for the eternal, knowing life is short?

c. Read verse 15. How would you define the will of God in this context? Why would
God will you to have another day? Based on Ephesians 5:16-17, how do you make the
best use of the days the Lord will give you?

d. Read verse 16 and compare with verse 13. In what ways were they boasting? What
determines if your plans have become boastful? In verse 16 the word used for boast is
“glory” and James says “all such” boasting/glorying is evil. What does it mean to glory
in something and when is it good?

e. Read James 1:22-25 and compare with James 4:17. Why does James say “whoever
knows the right thing to do and fails to do it ” rather than “whoever knows the right
thing to say and fails to say it”? How can you be sure when you say “If the Lord wills”
it is not just a catch phrase but will affect what you do?

f. BREAKOUT
When do you find it easiest to do your own thing day in and day out and merely give a
shout out to God, saying “if you will Lord?” Is there something in your life that has the
potential to steal glory from God?

Memory Verse
James 4:17 “So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.”

